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Why Food? Why Love?  Consistent with a foundational and critical examination (Foundations I 

& II) of basic existential behaviors and their intersectionality with questions about human 

ecology and “ecopsychology,” this issue focuses on a deconstruction of ‘love’ from evolutionary 

and philosophical perspectives. In this issue, we highlight the exacting work of Drs. Bode and 

Kushnick (our keynote article) on the functions of romantic love. True to Tinbergen’s critical 

approach for teasing out and understanding basic ethological questions, theirs is a robust and 

admirable example of carefully laid out distinctions between proximate and ultimate causation 

from a complex evolutionary repertoire of behaviors and situations often oversimplified by the 

phrase “romantic love.”  

 

Their article is followed by Dr. Dormandy’s philosophical analysis, equally exacting, on the 

epistemology of love. Her arguments shed light on foundational-ethical and relational behaviors 

and attitudes one associates with love relationships. Dr. Dormandy’s arguments, by extension, 

may serve to track and judge so-called ‘self-nature relations,’ particularly when devotional 

(‘love’) statements are made which become the basis of some sort of ‘environmental ethics,’ 

even a nature-based ‘spiritual life,’ for a given individual. 

 

An ‘ecopsychological’ synthesis follows the above two articles, focusing on the often 

uncritically treated semiotic (and idiosyncratic) permeability of terms such as ‘love,’ ‘self,’ 

‘nature,’ ‘connection,’ and ‘relations.’ To the extent that affect and personal biases percolate 

across various empty signifiers, it is quite challenging to arrive at a science of ‘self-nature 

relations’ (of ‘nature connection’). At best, the confounding of uncritically arrived-at constructs, 

it is argued, is epilogistic in an unhelpful manner -- neither conducive to sound clinical 

psychology nor scientifically rigorous.  

 

We are very grateful to Craig Albright for sharing samples of his landscapes and personal 

insights on a ‘sense of place.’ His mastery of the medium speaks for itself. Abstracted renditions 

of natural landscapes often convey ‘relatedness’ in a way that other artistic representations do not 

to the extent that they suggest and evoke nuanced levels of perceptual, affect, and cognitive 

processing.    

 

We are thankful and indebted to all the reviewers who provided invaluable feedback and to those 

who continue supporting our efforts.  
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